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Description automatically generated]Simple prayers for Seniors Gatherings
Prayer is a wonderful way to welcome God's presence, align with His will and invite Him to work powerfully through our gatherings as we give thanks, celebrate and care for one another. Here are six short prayers you could use.
A few tips for using these prayers
· Make them your own: Feel free to adapt these prayers as you see fit.
· Lead a prayer or pray together. A team member can lead, or everyone can join in with words displayed on a screen or printed in large, clear text.
· Help everyone feel comfortable: Introduce the prayer briefly and allow guests to participate as they wish.
· Be sensitive: Check privately that someone is happy to be prayed for by name, particularly when sharing personal circumstances.
We hope these prayers help you share the love and hope of Jesus.
For volunteers before a gathering
Lord Jesus,
Thank you for the opportunity to serve others today.
Help us to welcome each person as you would welcome them, with love and compassion, in the power of your Holy Spirit.
Give us listening ears and words of encouragement.
May all we say and do reflect your love for them,
and may those we meet come to know more of you.
Amen.
At the beginning of a gathering
Lord God,
Thank you for bringing us together today,
for familiar faces and new friendships.
Thank you that you are here with us.
May each person feel welcome and loved.
May we find joy in each other’s company
and encouragement for the days ahead.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
Before eating together
Lord God,
We thank you for bringing us together today,
for the food we will share and for those who have prepared it.
May our conversations encourage one another, our friendships grow, and each person leave feeling blessed. In Jesus' name, Amen.
When someone is unwell
Loving Lord Jesus,
We bring before you [name] today.
Please draw near to him/her by your Holy Spirit in his/her illness
bringing comfort, strength and healing.
May he/she know your loving presence
and the loving care of those around him/her.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
When someone has a birthday
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for [name] as we celebrate his/her birthday.
We thank you for his/her precious life
and for your extravagant and unceasing love for him/her.
May he/she know your love, peace and joy
in the days and year ahead.
In Jesus' name, Amen.
Before guests leave
May the peace of the Lord Jesus go with us
as we leave this place.
May He guide our steps, give us strength for each day
and surround us with His love.
May He give us the joy of gathering together again soon.
Amen.
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